ENG3U                                                    Name: ______________________
Never Let Me Go – Chapter Four (p. 37 – 48)
Challenging Vocabulary:
taboo. n/adj. (37) a subject or behaviour that is forbidden or disapproved of because it is considered socially unacceptable
controversy. n. (38) disagreement on a topic, strongly felt or expressed by all those concerned
nostalgic. adj. (38) a mixed feeling of happiness, sadness, and longing when recalling a person, place, or event from the past, or the past in general
contempt. n. (39) a powerful feeling of dislike toward somebody or something considered to be worthless, inferior, or undeserving of respect
compensate. v. (39) to pay somebody for work done or for something lost
intimidate. v. (39) to frighten somebody into doing or not doing something, e.g. by means of violence or blackmail
summon. v. (39) to send for somebody to come
distinguished. adj. (40) well known and respected for an achievement, skill, knowledge, or talent
dodgy. adj. (40) suspect, dishonest, or untrustworthy; dangerous or risky
remotely. adv. (41) faint or slight; far away
rowdy. adj. (42) noisy and disorderly
reminisce. v. (45) to talk or write about events remembered from the past
thwart.  v. (45) to stop somebody or somebody's plan from being successful
unfathomable. adj. (45) impossible to understand because of being very mysterious or complicated
uncannily. adv. (45) 1. too strange or unlikely to seem merely natural or human; 2. unexpectedly accurate or precise
Comprehension Questions: Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of lined paper. Keep these answers for future reference and to study for quizzes and tests.

1. Why do the children only rarely speak of Madame after they “trap” her? (p. 37)
2. Describe the “tokens controversy.” (p. 38-40)
3. What were the children’s “collections”? (p. 38)
4. Describe Miss Emily. (p. 39)
5. How does Miss Lucy Respond when Polly asks her why Madame takes the children’s creations away?
6. Why does Kathy feel furious with Polly for asking the question and then deeply embarrassed following Miss Lucy’s response? (40)
7. Describe the Sales. What are they? How do the children react to them? What was the atmosphere at a Sale? (p. 41-42)
8. What would the morning assembly at Hailsham be like after a “rowdy” Sale? (p. 42-43)
9. How do Kathy a Ruth reminisce differently about Miss Emily? How do their ideas of her differ? (p. 43-44)
10. Describe how Kathy and Ruth become friends. (p. 45-48)
11. What kind of game do they play in becoming friends? Can you connect this to your own life? How might this game be considered a kind of test?

